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TAGS: PFOR, PROP, CASC 

SUB J : DEPORTATION OF IOURNALISTS 

REF: NEW DELHI 9727 

1. GROUP OF 20 WESTERN IOURNALISTS CALLED ON MININFO 
AND BROADCASTING V.C. SHUKLA AT HIS HOME EARLY MORNING 
JULY 21 TO URGE CHANGE IN INDIAN CENSORSHIP PROCEDURES, 
AND SPECIFICALLY END TO PRE-CENSORSHIP. TO NEWSMEN S 
SURPRISE, SHUKLA AGREED TO TAKE SUCH A CHANGE UNDER 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. AT SUBSEQUENT WORKING LEVEL 
MEETING BETWEEN JOURNALISTS AND OFFICIALS OF MINISTRY 
AT NOON TO THRASH OUT NEW GUIDELINES, INDIAN POSITION 
HARDENED SOMEWHAT WITH SENIOR OFFICER PRESENT INSISTING 
THAT REPORTING ON PARLIAMENT 
AND MRS GANDHI'S TRIAL 

MUST STILL BE LIABLE TO PRE-CENSORSHIP ALTHOUGH 
ALL OTHER STORIES COULD PASS WITHOUT CENSORSHIP WITH 
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GOI HOLDING CORRESPONDENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR PIECES WHICH 
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WERE OFFENSIVE. PRESS ARE HOLDING OUT FOR FULL ELIMINA- 
TION OF PRE-CENSORSHIP BUT MOST ARE PLEASED AT WHAT 
THEY SEE AS MAJOR GOI RETREAT FROM EXTREMELY HARD 
POSITION WHICH CULMINATED IN EXPULSION NOTICES 
ISSUED JULY 20 (REFTEL). 

2. NEWSWEEK'S LOREN JENKINS IS UNDER EXPLICT INSTRUC- 
TIONS FROM HIS HEAD OFFICE NOT TO AGREE 

TO ANY PRE- 
CENSORSHIP WHATSOEVER AND HAZELHURST (LONDON TIMES) 

IS OPERATING UNDER SIMILAR INSTRUCTION. PETER GILL 
(DAILY TELEGRAPH) WILL ASK HIS PAPER TO RELAX ITS 
INSTRUCTIONS IF HE FEELS HE CAN FILE MOST, EVEN IF 
NOT ALL, STORIES WITHOUT PRIOR RESTRAIT. ALL THREE 
NEWSMEN, AND REMAINDER OF CORRESPONDENTS, BELIEVE EVEN 
IF PARTIAL RESTRICTIONS ARE MAINTAINED, THEY WILL BE 
ABLE TO OPERATE MUCH MORE EASILY AND EFFECTIVELY THAN 
BEFORE IF GOI FOLLOWS THROUGH ON CHANGING CENSORSHIP 
RULES EVEN ALONG PARTIAL LINES DISCUSSED AT NOON 
MEETING TODAY. NEXT SESSION OF NEGOTIATIONS SCHEDULED 
FOR 1600 TODAY. 

3. JENKINS AND OTHER TWO CORRESPONDENTS ARE STILL 
PREPARING TO LEAVE EARLY MORNING JULY 22 IF SATIS- 
FACTORY SOLUTION NOT REACHED AND THEIR DEPORTATION 
ORDERS ARE NOT WITHDRAWN. 

4. IN VIEW OF SHIFTING SANDS OF CURRENT GOI POSITION, 
RECOMMEND THAT DEPT DELAY ANY REPRESENTATIONS TO 
INDIAN EMBASSY FOR TIME BEING. NEWSMEN, OTHER DIPLO-. 
MATIC MISSIONS, AND WE ARE UNABLE TO EXPLAIN APPARENTLY 
SWIFTLY CHANGING GOI POSITION ON THIS WHOLE ISSUE. 

IN UNDATED BUT OBVIOUSLY RECENT INTERVIEW WITH MEXICAN 
WEEKLY, SIEMPRE, MRS GGANDHI SAID THAT PRESS CENSORSHIP 
HAD TO BE IMPOSED TO PREVENT INCITEMENT TO DISOBEY THE 
LAWS. SHE CLAIMED THAT ONE OF THE REASONS THE SITUA- 
TION WAS UNDER CONTROL WAS THE FACT THAT THE ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT FORCES WERE DENIED THE APPARATUS OF 
PROVOCATION, I.3., THE PRESS. WHILE IF MRS GANDHI 
HAD BEEN ASKED TO EXPAND HER REMARKS, SHE MIGHT HAVE 
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MENTIONED THE NEED FOR PRESS CENSORSHIP IN TERMS OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, WE THINK IT IS SIGNIFI- 
CANT THAT THE ONLY REASON SHE OFFERED DEALT WITH THE 
NEED TO CONTROL NEWS DISSEMINATION WITHIN INDIA. 
CONCEIVABLY, SHUKLA AND MRS GANDHI HERSELF MAY BE 
THINKING GENUINELY ABOUT RATIONALE FOR CENSORING 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS. ON THE OTHER HAND, GOI MAY 
REVERSE ITSELF AGAIN AND CLAMP D 
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